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Dear SCPS Families and Staff, 
  
This week we welcomed all staff back into our buildings. I had the opportunity to visit many of our 
schools, and am very pleased with the excitement among our educators as well as the COVID-19 
prevention measures in place. Our teachers, paraprofessionals, specialists, and administrators have focused 
much of their time and energy on learning about the most effective teaching strategies using the Canvas 
Learning Management System and other teaching and learning platforms. I also want to recognize our 
school counselors and others who are working extremely hard in making the schedule changes that are 
necessary to meet your child’s academic requirements. Finally, I want to thank the special education, gifted 
and talented, English Learners, and Family Outreach departments for their very informative community-
wide Town Hall meeting this past Wednesday night.  
  
In two short weeks on August 31st, students will begin the 2020-2021 school year. To help families 
prepare for the virtual return, each school will provide a virtual Town Hall before school begins that 
addresses building specific questions. Information regarding the date and time of your school’s Town Hall 
is available on your school’s homepage. You may also find a full schedule for all schools as an 
announcement on the homepage of the school division’s website. We understand that many families have 
children in multiple schools. Each school will record their town hall so that you may watch it when it is 
convenient for your family. Please also note that modifications to the July 21st Superintendent’s proposal 
for the Returning to School During the COVID-19 Plan were made by the School Board on July 28th. The 
presentation is available on our website. 
  
Last week, you were provided with instructions that allowed you to determine if your child was assigned as 
a Group A or Group B student. SCPS assigned your student to a group now to facilitate a smoother 
transition if we are able to start a hybrid instructional model during the 2020-2021 school year. 
Additionally, assigning groups now allows us to notify you of any changes in the virtual school schedule. 
The first week of school SCPS will be closed on Friday, September 4th as required by State Law and 
Monday, September 7th due to the Labor Day holiday. In order to create consistency for students and to 
have four days of instruction, the following schedule will apply to: 
  
Elementary school students 
• Monday, August 31st and Tuesday, September 1st:  “A” Students will begin synchronous learning 

online with teacher(s). 
• Wednesday, September 2nd and Thursday, September 3rd:  “B” Students will begin synchronous 

learning online with their teacher(s). 
• Tuesday, September 8th, we will resume school on the regular A (Tuesday/Wednesday) and B 

(Thursday/Friday) schedule. 
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Middle and High school students 
• Monday, August 31st and Wednesday. September 2nd: “X-Day” Students will begin synchronous 

learning online with teacher(s).  
• Tuesday, September 1st and Thursday, September 3rd “Y-Day” Students will begin synchronous 

learning online with teacher(s). 
• Monday, August 31st through Thursday, September 3nd: “4X4” Students will have synchronous 

learning online with teacher(s). 
• On Tuesday, September 8th, we will resume school on the regular X-Day (Tuesday/Thursday) and Y-

Day (Wednesday/Friday) schedule, with 4X4 synchronous resuming Tuesday through Friday. 
  
I have been asked whether students may use their own computer rather than an SCPS Chromebook for 
virtual learning. While your device may work, it is recommended that each student uses the Chromebook 
issued by the school for the best experience. SCPS Technology tests software we will use for instruction on 
our Chromebooks and we cannot guarantee that it will work on home computers. Additionally, school-
issued Chromebooks provide a consistent experience with instruction, such as icons that are located in the 
same place, etc. Teachers will know what to expect from student devices, and the devices are content 
filtered for student safety.  
  
While families will receive important information about how to use Canvas, I invite you to familiarize 
yourself with this Learning Management System by visiting our SCPS Family and Student Canvas 
Resources website. Here you will find useful information and a list of Frequently Asked Questions related 
specifically to Canvas. 
  
We will host a Health Services and Mitigation Procedures Town Hall in the coming weeks. More 
information will be provided to you next week regarding how to submit questions, as well as the date and 
time for this event.   
 
Our current summer meal service program will continue through Thursday, August 20, 2020. There will be 
no meal service during the week of August 24th as we plan and prepare to transition into the new school 
year. School curbside meal pick up and bus meal distribution will resume on Monday, August 31, 
2020.  We are in the process of expanding our meal sites and enhancing our student menus for the 2020-
2021 school year.  More detailed information on the meal sites and delivery schedules is forthcoming.    
 
Each school year, families are encouraged to complete an application for free and reduced priced meals 
online. In most cases, a family of 5 earning $56,758 or less qualifies for meal benefits. This year, the $.40 
cent reduced lunch charge has been waived. Students eligible for reduced priced meals will now receive 
free meals. Please contact the School Nutrition department at 540-654-9040 for more information. 
 
It is essential that families register their kindergarten students. Although we are gathering information 
about your child's needs, you do not have to select an option for learning (Hybrid or Virtual) in order to 
register. Your information is critical for planning transportation and staffing needs. If you have not yet 
registered your kindergarten student, please complete the online process before August 31st. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/staffordschools.net/scps-canvas/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/staffordschools.net/scps-canvas/home?authuser=0
https://www.nlappscloud.com/Welcome.aspx?api=c31080576c4a31f2f67af96e15402177#loaded
https://www.nlappscloud.com/Welcome.aspx?api=c31080576c4a31f2f67af96e15402177#loaded
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The health requirements for kindergarten and new student enrollments have not been waived. School 
physicals are required whether learning is virtual, in person, or hybrid. Updated immunization records are 
also required for enrollment at all grade levels.  As a reminder, all 7th grade students require an updated 
Tdap vaccine before they can begin the 2020-2021 school year. SCPS nurses, in collaboration with the 
Virginia Department of Health and the Medical Reserve Corps, are hosting a drive-through Tdap clinic this 
Tuesday, August 18th, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. on the Colonial Forge High School Bus Ramp. Please bring 
a copy of your child’s insurance card and immunization record. There is no copay or fee for this clinic, the 
Virginia Department of Health will bill your insurance for this immunization.  
 
As always I thank all of you for your continued support of our efforts and recognition of the significant 
work that is required to prepare a school division from a traditional face-to-face learning environment to a 
virtual learning environment for approximately 30,000 children. I have great confidence that by working 
together as a community, we will not only meet the challenge but will exceed the challenge.  
 
I end this week's letter by reminding everyone that we all have a responsibility in minimizing the impact of 
the COVID-19 virus in the Stafford community.  Please follow the health guidelines of the Centers for 
Disease Control and the Virginia Department of Health. Wash your hands with soap and water or use hand 
sanitizer containing 60% or greater isopropyl or ethyl alcohol, socially distance as much as possible, 
and wear an appropriate face covering out in public.  Additionally, avoiding contact with others if you are 
not feeling well will go a long way in reducing the spread of the COVID-19 virus. I again wish all of you a 
great and healthy weekend. 
 
 Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Scott R. Kizner, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
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